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Orlando long had had plans for a mastsr airport which would per-
mit runways of 4,500-foot langth, permitting the landinz and take~off
of planss so large that they still existed only im the minds of
agronautical snginesrs. To a great sxtent, the person who had advo-
catad Crlando a8 en air centar for many years praviously, and to whom
much credit sheuld zo, was 2. Jayme Grav, at that time ons of thae
comnissioners of the city of Orlando.

Planns for the air installation callea Zer the construction of

] I,

miles of roads and highways throush and adjoining ths fizld for tha

2l

D

movenent of all Tynes o transport nseded for the servicinz of the
fiald =nd its a2quipment. slrsady <as county “as en

2:-32 in prelim-
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i3lds would =ventually becows parmansnt

basss as tha strength of tae -iir Jorps was i1acrzasced unisr shes ailr

cvernmantv would
need a large section of desclate country about 20 miles from Orlando
for gunnery practica.

"That", said ¥r. Gray, "is ons of the major resguirements for
warplaces which will oe izcaessantly at tar since

2% practice. Zur,

we have nmany desolate ssctions outside thes ¢ity, that need will not
constitutz any kind of a problem”.

411 bombinz practice performed by the bombers of the vomposite

Group Wwas to be on tha Tempa bomb ranze. Intense machin2 gun practice to
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be conducted at the strafing range near Orlando. Later march of events,
showsd that r. ¢ray, thouzh exceptionally farsighted, fsll far shortd
of predicting the magnituds of dsvelopmznts @uring ths next five or
S1X yearse

Alr=zady, the municipality of Urlando had taken options on more
than 40 acres of land adjacent to the airport. 7ith the siznal frem

The army that <he mova was tc be consumatad, a spseial purchasing

mission svung 1ato actione anotner =0 acres woul. sxcena the

O
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peundariss of tne ctase to the soutnern side of the Cheney hiznway.
7itn only one 2xcseption, owners ol adjolning propsrty cocperatsd

~romptly anc zladly, but, altocush th
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acreacze woula straigzhten the ovoundary linss of the land aszdsd sy the

vase, the ownsr delayed action Zor apany mintas, until it became

nacassary to cond2mn tha area as 9eing nscassary to0 the safsty or the

natione.

FONDS ALLCOCAT D 3Y JAR DEFaET 0T

on July 6, 1940, the jar Departmeut zllocatea ;888,225 to ths
oriando junicipal airport for tas estavilsnment of eaan army aviation

bage hers, althouzh the dispatch from Washinzton gave no indiczation

4+

as to when work would beiin it was :zemerally understood *thet sonstruction
would start as scon as the acrsage coculd be acguired.

Mors details from Washinéton a faw days later includad inforamation
that 17 barracks buildin:s, a hospital and five administration build-
ings would be erscted im addition to miscellansous other structurses -

totaling 57 buildings.




retained nis headcuartsrs at Eglin tut cormuted between the two insial-
leticns in the :erformance of ais duties,

In July 1945, “lajor Ceneral Yonald filson, formerly Assistant
Chief of dAir Staff, Operations, Cormitments and Recuirements, was

desiznated commanding zeneral, Later, with the cessation of lostil-

ities in the Facific, the name of the instailation was changsd once
more — this time to that of "Froving Ground Command",
The mission of the “roving Cround recuired the testing of methods

and aircraft and all instruments of war, as they continued to develor,

even d.ring -eace time.

On 1 July 1948, the “rlando Provi.g Ground Corrand was ..oved to
7 ps

Tglin Field, Jlorida, and the recently re-activated Fourtesntn air

Force, under the command ol Brigadier Gsneral Leco 4. Taltcn, set up its

neadcuarters at the base,
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